REASONS 

Againfi: the & 

PRACTICE 


O F 

Inoculating the Small Pox, 


A Brief Account of the Opera¬ 
tion of this Poifon, infufed af* 
ter this manner into a Wound, 


Judax oinnia perpeti 

Gefis humana ruit per 'vetitnv/^^SS^ 

Bj Legard Sparham, Sdrgeoni': 


LO NTi 0 N, 

Printed for J. P e e l e, at Locke"^ Head 
in Tqtermjier-Kow. M.DCCXXIIp 
(P rice Sixpence.) 













( iii ) 



My Worthy Friend 
Mr. William Beckett^ 
Surgeon, and F. R. S. 


Dear Sir, 



HAD ratherper^ 
mit this little 
Trad to creep 
into the World 
your Approbation 
A z and 
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and Favour, than daring¬ 
ly puili it out under 
the Patronage of fome 
Noble L—d, or Rich 
Citizen; for Truth wants 
no fuch bulky Supports, 
and Fallacy can never 
deferve them. Flattery 
was never my Talent, 
as appears by my De- 
dicatiooi in which I 
purpofely omit a Reci¬ 
tal of your Vertues and 
-Knowledge; becaufe I 
would neither offend 
you, nor trouble the 
World with a Repetr 
tion of what your, own 
Works 
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Works have abundantly 
fet forth; but prefume 
rather by this fmall Offer¬ 
ing to ftrengthen the 
Ties of our Friendfhip, 
than attrad by fulfome 
Panegyrick the Admira¬ 
tion of any. 

Accept therefore thefe 
Sheets as Pledges of my 
Wilkes for your Profpe- 
rity; and how much I 
have at Heart the Pub- 
lick Good* The fmall In¬ 
terruption this Brevity 
will give it by your Per- 
ufal, may plead my Ex- 
cufe 
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cufe for the Trouble • 
and believe me, 

SIR, 

Tour Sincere Friend 
And Flumble Servant, 

Legat'd Sparhara. 



REA so Ns againjl the 
PraBice of Inoculating 
the Small-Pox, 



O give an Account of 
the Small-Pox, or to 
run through the diffe¬ 
rent Sorts and Stages 
of it, would be too 
tedious at prefent; and which 
having been already done by Men 
of Eminency in the Profemon of 
Phyfick, it would be Prefumption 
and 
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and Trifling in me, to offend by 
a lefs perfect Account of my 
own. 

This Epidemical contagious 
Difeafe, contraded from the In- 
fpirarion of Air heterpgene to 
our Bodies, betrays itfelf by Pains 
of the Back and Head, Weari- 
nefs in the Limbs, Vomitings, 
(fc. ufually two or three Days' 
before the Eruption of the Puf- 
tules; after .which, for the moft 
part, the Patient feels a Remif 
non of Symptoms : and the 
kind Maturation of the Puflules 
generally frees the infedled Per- 
fon in twelve or fourteen Days, 
unlefs fbmething unexpected fuc- 
ceeds. In this Diftemper, Nature 
labours with all her Force, to ; 
clear the Blood of the Poifon, 
till by degrees flie drives it from : 
the Center to the - Surface, and 
affects 
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•effeds an univqrfal Depuration: 
but how far this laudable Work 
will be carried on by the new 
Method of Ingrafting or Inocu¬ 
lating, ihall be onr next Confi- 
deration. 

I n order to which, we will 
prefume the Infedion of the.oi> 
dinary way to be with the Air 
fidi admitted into the Lungs, 
whence,. by the common Circle 
of the Blood, by degrees it per- 
'V^ades the whole Body ; . which 
Pollurioa being jthus gradually 
introduced, occafions not /uch 
mighty Reyels in the Blood, as 
to take off one in twenty, unlels 
a more Malignant Sort than ufual 
(God be prailed) rages in our 
Clime 5 and then I fear the In¬ 
oculation of fuch a one would 
prove as dangerous to us as the 
worft of the accidental. And 
B unlefs 
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unlefs the prefent Method was 
wholly void of any fatal Symp¬ 
toms, and the Patient entirely 
fecure in the Experiment, (* of 
which we have had a late melan- 
cholly Inftance to the contrary) 
it would be the higheft Piece of 
Raflinefs and Cruelty to give up 
our Children Sacrifices to the 
fond Delufion of averting an Ill 
that may be, by the Anticipation 
of it at prefent, when the Pro- 
Ipedt of a good Event in this, is 
as uncertain as it may prove to 
them in any Period of Life from 
the other ; nay, perhaps the long^ 
eft may be fpun without the 
Tryal of it at all. 

The inftilling of Poifon into 
a Wound has always been ac^ 


^ Lord Stinderlan^'% Son, who dy’d of this 
new Method. 

counted 
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counted the moft deftrudliye of 
any j for though the Blood thus 
fermented may betray itlelf in 
the fhape of the Small-Pox, yet 
it has always a Refort to a poi- 
fonous Fountain, from which it 
every Moment receives new Sup^ 
plies : and as by degrees the ve¬ 
nomous Particles in the Wound 
begin to- abate of their Fury, 
the Symptoms become more lan¬ 
guid, which though incapable to 
excite the higheft Difbrders, yet 
in their Return may create 6b- 
llru(51:ions in the fmaller Velfels 
of the Groins, Arm-pits, Joints* 
(fc. the Confequences of which 
are frequently greater than the 
Difeafe itfelf, and fometimes in¬ 
curable. 

Which brings to my Memo¬ 
ry an Experiment of a Pretender 
to Phyfick, whole Ability conlif 
B 2. ted 
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£ed in a Secret to fortify tho Sto* 
mach againft the Attacks o£ the 
moft rrialigiiant Poifon : The 
Guriofitj or the Populace foon 
eas’d him o^ his Packets, in 
which was found this plain 
rediion,, TTahe this, yottU zvant 
no other j and ind’eed he fpoke 
Truth : for the Patient: whole 
Stupidity led him to the Trjal, 
narrowly efcaped widi Life.; of 
which, if he makes a Repetition, 
he juRly defe\fes to lofb k 
Howeyer, the Quack got what 
he wanted, and the Peoples Safe¬ 
ty was the leafl of his Con¬ 
cern. 

IT is very obfervable in Pha- 
gedenical Ulcers, when at any 
time they appear dryer than 
ordinary, that the leaft Portion 
of Matter lick’d up by the Vef* 
Pels, excites Fevers, Frenzies, and 
other 



other direful Symptoms ; and if 
Nature .is not compenfated by 
feme critical Swelling, or other 
Evacuation,, the Patient dies : iri 
whom oftentimes the Liveiiv 
Spleen, Pancreas, are fb aflTedled^ 
as to become monftroufly big 
and knotty. How then can we 
determine for the Infufion i of 
this Poifon, that it fliall not pro¬ 
duce the like Efle<5]^si’: .There is 
a wide Difiference between extra- 
vafated Matter in a Stare of Di- 
geftion, and the Poifon of the 
Blood not yet thrown out: the 
former, as the Yeaft or Flowers of 
fermented Liquors, will in the 
fmalleft Proportion fubdue large 
Quantities; when the other 
whilft it maintains its common 
Courfo with the Blood, receives 
conftant Checks from the repeat¬ 
ed Additions, of that Liquor, and 
the feverd Ways of Evacuation j 
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as is evident from fome Inftances 
of the Small-Pox, where the Skin 
is fo fparingly befet with Pim¬ 
ples, as not to exceed five or 
fix in number, and yet the Pa* 
tient as lecure from a fecond 
Infedlion as thofe who have fijfi 
fered from a Redundancy of 
them. Yet even in thefe, when 
there fliall happen a Recall of 
that Matter, though inconfide* 
rable in Quantity, the worft of 
Symptoms arife, and Death often* 
times follows. 

The Degrees of Adivity in 
the Poifon of this Diftemper, 
will vary much, according to the 
Degrees of Exaltation it may ^ 
receive from the different Jui* 
ces of different Conftitutions, 
the Stimulus of which will in 
fome be more pointed, and in 
others lefs j and the Injuries fuc- 
ceeding. 
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ceeding, of courfe will be ade¬ 
quate to the Nature of thefe Spi- 
cula or Darts, fo inimical to the 
Crafis of our Blood. 

We find in the Poifbn of 
the Viper, when thoroughly pro¬ 
voked to an Emifiion of it, the 
Salts of that Liquor to be fo 
obdurate and inflexible, that un- 
lefs Tome of the Fat of that Ani¬ 
mal be inftantly inftiH’d into the 
Wound made by his Teeth, no 
Remedy proves equal to the 
Cure; and if perchance the Pa¬ 
tient furvives the Accident, I 
dare be bold to lay, a fecond 
Attack would prove as fatal as 
the firft. 

Perhaps it may be reply’d, 
That it is peculiar to the Small- 
Pox to affe(5t us but once } in¬ 
deed Experience happily de-r 
dares 
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dares this Truth; for were we 
fubjed to the Repetition of it, 
Life would prove a Burden: 
and we might well with St. PW 
fay, Of aU^ we are the mft 
Wretched. But how hr this new 
Exhibition of it will agree with 
the accidental Infedion, lhall be 
our next Task. 

The rendring a Wound in 
any part of the Body, and in^ 
flaming the fame with a poi- i 
fonous Juice, till by the Irrita¬ 
tion of it, each Fibril becomes 
fo fretted, as to produce an Ul¬ 
cer, is a dangerous Experiment; 
fe that, whatfoever Blood is 
fent to that Part, will be changed 
into the Nature of the Leaven 
in the Sore, which may furniih 
it with greater Supplies than the 
Gonftitution can bear, the Ran¬ 
cour of which increaflng every ' 
Mo-_ 
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Moment in proportion to the 
Ferment made' there, the Symp-^ 
toms will haften according. to the 
Addition receiv’d, that if a kind 
Maturation enfues not in a fta- 
ted time, the Part thus wounded 
may be in danger of a Gam 

f eiie,, and the Malignancy of 
e Sore fo complicated, as to 
communicate the Corruption of 
the one, and the Infedtion of 
the other, at the famie time. 
From whence I need not pro^^ 
nofticate the Event, which would 
but too evidently infer Death, or 
at leaft the Lofs'of that Men> 
her. 

When in the natural Way 
the Matter is gradually thrown 
out, and is contained under the 
Skin, where it forms. to itfelf 
diftind: Eminencies or PuftuleS) 
receiving their common Capliile 
C from 
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from the Cutis, or true Skin; 
which pulhing forwards, the more 
watery or thin Subftance tran- 
fpires, and raifes the Cucicula in¬ 
to the like Protuberances, that 
you may plainly difcern a Pock 
contained in a Pock; that in the 
Cutis holding the groifeft Sub¬ 
ftance, and moft fitted for Di- 
geftion, according to the In- 
creafe of which, is the Bulk of 
the other. Which Contrivance is 
admirable; for that the Cold- 
nefs of the Air frequently damps 
the more fiiperficiai Appearances, 
which fink and flatten, when by 
the Ufe of warm Internals, the 
inward ones revive, and both are 
fenew’d afrefh; at laft the thin¬ 
ner Part is perfpired, and the 
thicker left to incruftate and 
fliell off, without any Fears of 
frefli Supplies of Infe^ion. Na¬ 
ture having by this kind Suppu¬ 
ration 
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ration finiflied her Work, when 
in the inoculated Way, the Sore 
fliall continue for Weeks after 
the Pox, and not without Diffi¬ 
culty heal at laffi And though 
the Blood be diipirited and bro¬ 
ken from its late Conffid, as not 
eafily to admit a fficond, or to 
occafion the fame Velocity or 
Heat, yet fuch Impreffions may 
be made on it, as to diipoffi it 
for Swellings on the Joints, 
Shoulders, Groins, and other 
Parts; Confequences confeffed 
by Dr. Nettleton^ in his Book to 
Dr. Whittaker, to have happen’d. 

11 is certain that Poifon lick’d 
up by the Veffels from a Wound, 
will ever produce Effeds an- 
fwerable to its Nature; and thofe 
Puftules thrown out by this new 
Method, are but fo many Efforts 
induflrioufly made to expel the 
C 1 Ene- 
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Enemy y which Method, as of¬ 
ten as renew’d, will caufe the 
fame Symptoms either to thole 
who have fulFered by the natural 
or artificial Pox, as has been ex¬ 
perienced on a Patient at^ St. 
Thomas s Holpital who though 
he had had them, yet labour’d with 
the ulual Symptoms of their new 
Method. Nor can Reafon jufti- 
fy the contrary j for the Condi¬ 
tion of this Matter, thus infufed, 
will always be the fame j that 
unlefs we could fuppofe fome 
fingular Vertue to remain in the 
Blood as a proper Antagonift, 
it would be abfurd to think 
them fecLire from a lecond In¬ 
fection, any more than that the 
Transfufion of the Blood or 
Matter of a venereal pocky Per- 
fon into a found Habit, lliould 
fecure him from any future A- 
mour Mith Impunity. What 
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though the Symptoms may ape 
thofe of the Small-Pox, and the 
Protuberances of the Skin bear 
a near Pefemblance, yet the 
Way of Communication differs 
much. Here the Blood is fated 
\vith a grofs tenacious Matter, 
impregnated with the moft en¬ 
venom’d Salts, which will necef 
farily create Obftrunions in the 
Capillary Veffels; from whence 
thofe Pains’ in the Head ; And 
as the Circulation becomes lefs 
free, the Veffels will be more 
turgid, till by degrees the Pref 
fure affedis the Nerves, and the 
Pains of the Back enfue ; which 
are Symptoms not uncommon to 
other Diftempers, and can be no 
certain Proof of this. 

Besides, thefe inoculated 
Puflules are' thrown out in the 
manner of thofe' proceeding 
, from 
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from Wines mingled with Arfe- 
nick, where the Quantity has 
been too fmall immediately to 
offend the Stomach and Guts, 
which being mixed with the 
Blood, innumerable Puftules of 
bad Afpecl, of a fiery red kind, 
arife like the inoculated ones, 
having no regular Increafe, or 
ftated Period for their Declen- 
fion ; but depend wholly on the 
contaminated Fountain (I mean 
the Wound) to determine both. 
While thofe of the natural fort 
are flowly ejedfed, and contain at 
firft a Latex, or thin watry Sub- 
fiance, which, from the Heat of 
the Part, thickens, and converts 
to Pus ufually in the fpace of 
nine Days, being covered with a 
thin and fine Pellicle. Thefe In- 
'oculated, are at hrfl produced 
from Blood, and are of a hard 
Subflance ^ which fliows the 
manner 
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manner of their Propagation to 
be different from the others ; 
and pofhbly the Symptoms from 
this infufed Poifon, no more than 
what might have enfu’d from the 
Infufion of any other: that it 
may be juffly queftioned, Whe¬ 
ther this artificial Pox fo fquares 
with the natural one, as to de- 
ferve the fame Appellation; 
much lefs, from the Mode of 
its Operation, fhould it fecure 
to us the Bleffing of having it 
but once. Befides, the ^fortui¬ 
tous Contradion of this Diflem- 
per being from infedted Air, the 
Veficles of the Lungs may be¬ 
come fo altered and changed, as 
to their Texture, as not tO fuffer 
Violence from the fame venenate 
Effluvia a fecond time : which 
cannot be faid of a fermented 
Matter admitted into the Blood 
by a Sore, that at any time it 
fhoLiId 
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fhould prove innocent, though 
the fame were repeated after a 
Recovery. 

W E will now recite the 
Symptoms of this inoculated Pox, 
as fet down by Dr. Nettleton in 
his Book to Dr. Whittaker^ and 
fliow how inconfiftent to Rea- 
fon and Self-Prefervation the 
Experiment is. 

Violent Fe<vers^ Con^ul/l<ve Fits. 

Face and Throat fweud. 

Vomitings., and other bad Sjmp‘ 
toms before the Eruptions. 

Swellings on the Shoulders, 
Thighs, and Inguinal Glands, af- , 
ter the ^ SmaU-Fox was of-, with 
more, too tedious here to be in¬ 
fer ted- 


CONS-IDER 
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C o 1 ^? s ID E R a little this Train 
of Symptoms, not inferiour to 
any of the worfl: fort from the 
common Way ; yet in a found 
and healthy State, by the mer- 
cen,ary and cunning Artifice of 
fome. Wretches are perfuaded to 
change their found Condition 
for a difeas’d; their Expedation 
of one day falling ill, for a cer¬ 
tain Sicknefs now, under pre¬ 
tence of future Security : as if 
a Perfon labouring with the 
Tooth-ach fhouldadvife his Friend 
to the drawing of his, left one 
I)ay he may fall under the like 
Predicament, the timely Extrac¬ 
tion of which would have pre¬ 
vented it j which though not equal 
in its Confequence, yet altoge¬ 
ther as abfurd to enforce the 
fradtice. 

We. 


D 


W E have Teen South-Sea 
Schemes, good Parliaments, Bills 
fpr preventing the Plague j heard 
of Plots : but, till now, never 
dreamt that Mankind w6uld in- 
duftrioufly plpt to their own 
Ruin, and barter Health for Dif^ 
eafes. Nay, what is worfej give 
up little Innocents a Prey ro the 
moft calamitous Ill, from a 
wrong judged Indulgence of 
averting a worle j who, could 
they anfwer for theriifelves,- I 
queftion not but would leave 
Time and Providence to deter- 
iioine better for them. Would-it 
not be egregioufly abfurd in a 
Soldier, \vhore Life perchance 
in a Battle might fall a Sacrifice 
to his Country, firft to requeft 
his Comrade to feafon him a 
gainft Powder and Ball, by ma 
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king Experiments at him at fome 
Diftance ? 

The life of every one thUs 
inoculated, is as eminently in 
danger, as in thofe who fufFer 
from it the accidental Way; as 
appears by the Symptoms enu¬ 
merated by Dr. Nettleton to Dr. 
Whittaker-f and the Continuance 
of it much longer, though per¬ 
chance the poifonous Wound 
ihould occafion no worle Ills 
than ufually fexpeded. And that 
the Inclinations of Mankind 
Ihould prompt them to throw a 
Dye for their Lives, when no 
Neceflity obliges, becaufe there 
is a Pollibility of furviving the 
Chance, is Matter of the great- 
efi: Admiration : fed Gens mi- 
ferrima ad omne malum praceps 
fertur. Our Condition is defpe- 
D 2, rate, 
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rare, and tliefe Gentlemen^ thefe 
new Operators are kindly fur- 
nifhing us with Materials_for 
our Difpatch: Which that Pro¬ 
vidence may piit a flop to, are 
the hearty Prayers of the Pub- 
lick’s Wellwiiher and Friend, 


L. Sparham. 


POST- 


() 



POSTSCkjF^. 


Hoever Nettleton and Whit- 



▼ ▼ taker are, lhali not be our 
Enquiry now j or whether the 
Book fubfcribed Nettleton to 
Whittaker^ was not a Contrivance 
here in Town, under thofe 
Names, to fpread ,t\ie Pradtice, 
the following. Paragraph (taken 
out of Nettleton s Book) will beft 
prove the Befign: 

‘There is one Obfervation 
‘ which I liave made ^ (though I 
‘ would not lay any great Strefs 
‘ upon it) that, in Families where 
* any have been inoculated, thole 


‘ who 



( 30 ) 

‘ who were afterwards fei2*d, 
‘ ne’er had any ill fort of Small- 
^ Pox, but always recovered very 
J well.’ 

He muft be very dull, who can¬ 
not conftrue this. 



finis. 


